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Red Devils Kill 40 NVA
Uncover Big Ammo Cache

CAMP RED DEVIL —
Forty NVA were killed in an
atfempt ta overrun elements

of the ist Brigade Hth Inf

I (Mech)y in aperatin Utah
Mesa gt night Lasgper pusition i
aides southwest ol Khe Sanh e
contty

Under cover aof a dark, overcast
pight an estimated reinferced NVA
company af the 57th NVA Regiment
began thele severe attack of the
small hilltoo landing zene at 345
am. Aleried by (heir mavement.
the Red Devils cnered un with 8
heavy wall of fire. slammine the
encmy ranks attacking from the
serthwest, victually stopoing the at-

tack,
Advancing  under maortar and
RIPG fire soveral NVA managed

tn mamuntarily penctrate the Red
Devil's perimuter bul were quick-
Iy driven aff. The Red Devils con-
tirued o halter the enemy farce
as they retreated d-wn the hill
Wile intn \he shallow vallev below
with artillery, Spooky and flareship
support

Elements ¢f the lIst Bn 8lst in-
fantry, Ist Bn 77th Armor, and 1st
Bn 40th Artillery hammered con-
tinually at the retreating  NVA
ferce until contact was broken,
shertly belore sunrlss, The enemy
scattered through the tall elephant
gra-s ra thick undertruch to the
north as aicstrikes were catled in
sl dawn,

‘The Red Devil infantrym=
moved down the aill finding 40 NVA
dead, one wounded detaince atony
with 600 chicom grenades, 11 AK-
47s. five RPG-2, three RPG-7 laun-

chers, lwp RPG light machine-
guns, one flame thrower, one So0-
vict-made rtadio. 1} steel pTis, 17

cntrenching tonls, four yas masks,
5. RPG rounds, 15 60mm mao:lar
rounds, and 25 rifle grenades.

Commenting on the (irefight, Sgt
Robert C, Mitham, a forward ob-
server for the Ist Bn 40th Artillery
sald. '] was awakened by the fir-
ing, grabbed my weapoun and
ammo, jumped in the hole and
wtarted firing. Thev set off trip
flares and 1 could see them run-
ning back.”

An artilieryman said. "1 woke up
and saw the enemy just crawhng
over the hill, [ jumped in the tank
and let fly beaucoup beehive
rounds. Then there was no more
Charlie on the hill. T got to the
peint where | thought I couldn't
lift another round.”

PI'C Robert Eubanks commenis
upon  Ihe baltle: “Though tired
from five days of little sleep. the
infantrymen  were prepared. Al 3
am the guards began alerting the
others to wake up and get ready.

Throughout the battie. there was
little vocal excitement and the men
moved caimly and quietly within
the perimeter. They were exceed-
ingly disciplined under fire."

:XAMINING PART of the cache
captured after defeating an esti-
mated NVA company are men of
of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infanury
Division (Mech). The NVA lost
& men in addition to the equip-
ment.

1 was the first armored task force to push Into

Armored 'prrsunncl carriers of th‘e Sth Ca\'.k
the Red stronghoid, (UPI Radiophota)

Regt. move cautlously Inlo the A Shau Valley.

U.S. Tanks Watch and Wait
As A Shau Fighting Fades Out

By SPEC. 4 BOB HODIERNE
$85 Stalt Correspondent

A SHAU, Vielnam — Amerl-

can tlanks Salurday perched

atop Dong Ap Bin, the scenc af

5th Inf sounds
retreat for sniper

QUANG TRI—Elements of Troops A and C of the 3rd Squadron,
sth Cav., silenced a daily NVA sniper that had been pestering their
convoy route for three days. .

The pesky rocket-propeiled grenade (RPG) sniper would pick
on lone trucks on the convoy route between the 1st Bde., 5th Infantry
Division’s Fire Support Bases Bastongne and Birmingham in the
A Shau Valley at about 5 p.m, each day.

“The afternoon 'RPG man’ would usually fire a single round at
a lone truck and the disappear. He seemcd to particularly like
going after one of our mess brucks,” according to Lt. John allor,

won't stay on top of Donz Ap
Ria. according to high-ranking
U.S. afficers. The point in bring-
ing the task force fo the lop of
(he 3.000-fool mountain way, the

be here inslantly with any size
unit they wanl.”
The armor of the 3rd of the Sth
Mechanized Inf. Div. is taking
¥ I S GStae Div, opr

the unit's llaison officer.
The RPG man and some
mistake by deciding to go after an cntire convoy.
The 2nd platoon of Troop

Troop C rcacling

unwelcome daily
Co. A. 2nd Bn., 327th Inl.,

credited with two NVA kills.

visitor and seven of his comrades

Captured enemy equipment included 10 RPG rounds, an RPG
AK47 automatic weapons, 8 12.7 heavy anti-aircraft

jauncher, five
maehine gun and assorted NVA lield gear.

new-found associates than made a
A under the command of Lt. Larry
Beam. acling as & security force for the convoy, and elements 9(
from FSB Bastogne quickly put an end to their

of the 101st Airborne Division was

fierve fighting in May. peering
silently into nearby Laos watch-
ing for an enemy who isn't
choosing to show himself these
days.

After sharp fighling a werk
ago. contael in the last seven
days has been virtually non-exis.
tent in the valley. according to
muitary spokesmen.

Military  commanders here,
however. don’t talk about lulls
As one officer on Dong Ap Bia
pul it, as he looked at the next
vidgeline in Laos, “They could
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eration in the A Shau Valley de-
signed to deny the Communists
this traditional supply roule, ac-
cording to U.S. officers.

Roule 547 from lhe 101st base
camp near Hue lo the valley has
becn rebuilt and American con-
voys iravel lo the valley hauling
supplies to fire support bases
along the way.

The armor is accompanied by
massive carth-moving plows of
the 58th Rome Plow Ca. These
huge machines have cleared
tank trails and ficlds of fire on
top of Dong Ap Bia.

The tanks. the armored per-
sonnel carrlers, the sell-pro-
pelled howitzers and the plows

same officers say, to cleur 1t {n

case of future fighting.
e —

* TO ALL OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN *

JSSUES OF THE “5CRAPBOOK" COVERING YOUR PERIOD OF DUTY IN VIETNAM ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU
UPON YOUR RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES.

l s . WRITE: U.S. ARMY COMMAND INFORMATION UNIT, WASHINGTON, D.C., 20315. PLEASE |NCLUDE
YOUR FULL NATAE, RANK, SERVICE NUMBER, FORMER BNIT (DIVISION, BRIGADE, REGIMENT), STATESIDE
ADDRESS WITH ZIP CODE AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF TOUR IN VIETNAM,

Prepared for the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF INFORMATION, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
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82 Reds Killed
In 3 Clashes
Along the DM

STARS S STRYSS

By SPEC. 5 ERIC JOHNS Ang o
S&S Stott Correspondent
SAIGON~—American and North Vietnamese troops
clashed three times Thursday within three miles of the
Demilitarized Zone and traded fire across the southern
ed;:p of the buffer area in two other engagements, U.S.
military spokesmen said.

At least 82 Communisis died in the fighting. Eight
Americans were killed.

The largest battle broke oul
aboul noon when 1st Brigade
Troops of the 5th Inf. Div
(Mecho} ran into about 150 Com-
munists a half-mile soutl: of the
DMZ. Officials said heavy small
arms and  automatic weapons
five raged for more than two
hours before the Reds retreated.

A later sweep through the
arca, four miles soulhwest of
Con Thien. turned up the bodies
of 56 NVA killed and 26 weap
ons. The Gls, who got help (rom
artiliery and helicopter gunships
during the batlle, Jost three dead
and 3 wounded

Communists about 150 yards
inside the DMZ opened up with
small arms fire on the same 5(h
Div. infantrymen later in the af-
ternoon. A forward air abserver
south of the border spatted the
Tteds, about hall a mile from the
u.s tdiers. and directed Ma.
vine arlillery fire onto their posi-
tion

The barrage stopped the ha-
rassment,  but  enemy  losses
were unknown. There were no
Americans hurt,

Marines of the 3rd Div.'s 3rd
Regt.  attacked  two  fortified
NVA compuanics — about 250
men — two miles souih of the
DMZ Thursday morning. The
Marines called for afr and artil-
lery strikes as fighting contin-
ued for cight hours

The cnemy pulled out shortly
before dark, leaving behind the
bodies of 21 drad four miles
northeast of the Rockpile. Four
Marines were killed and 10 oth-
ers were injured.

Gunfire flew across the DMZ
border again at sunset when
about five 82mm mortar shells
hit a joint U.S.-Victnamese artil-
lery base near Gio Linh, about
two miles southeast of the zone

An air observer found the enc-
my gunners a half mile above
the border. and Army artil-
tervmen halted the mortar at
tack. No harm was donc at the
fire base and enemy casualties
were nol known,

FIREPOWER — The night erupts with light as o powerful 155mm

seif-propelled howilzer

of the 15t Brigade, 5th Infontry Division (Mechanized) fires upen enemy positions from a base

camp south of Quang Tri.

{USA PHOTO!

U.S. Tanks Watch and Wait
As A Shau Fighting Fades Out

By SPEC, 4 BOB HODIERNE
S&3 Stotf Correspondent

A SHAU, Victnam — Ameri-
can tanks Saturday perched
atop Dong Ap Bia, the scene of
fierce fighting in May, peering
silently into nearby Laos walch-
ing for an cnemy who isn't
choosing to show hlmself these
days.

After sharp fighting a weck
ago, contact in lhe last seven
days has been virtually non-exis-
tent in the valley, according to
military spokesmen.

Military commanders  here,
however, don’t talk about fulls
As one officer on Dong Ap Bia
put it, as he looked at the next
ridgeline in Laos, “They could

6 Pacific Stars & Stripes
Monday, August 4, 1969

. Exploding windshield leads
MPs to enemy munitions

QUANG TRI — A hail of bul-
tets that virtually exploded the
windshield of a palrol jeep near
e manned by Sgl. James
Davis and Pfc. Charles Brooks,
both assigned to Co. C, 504th MP
Bn., precipitated the cordon and
search of a nearby hamlet that
yielded a bumper crop of hidden
arms and ammunition.

Davis and Brooks were on pa-,

1rol on an ofl-highway access
road when they spotted a Viet-

namese man aheud in the road-
way working with an object on
the ground. The man spolted the
MPs and fled inlo the under-
growth.

Davis and Brooks rvelurned
fire and called Base Dofense.
which sent a gunship and an ob-
servation helicopter into the vi.
cinity. Within five aninutes they
were joined by lwo additional
patrols from Co. C. elements
from the M :
Division

Td M
s and Popular

Forces.

After @& nearhy hamlet was
cordoned by a squad of Popular
Forces, L1. Anthony J. Corsen-
tion fed the MPs on a sweep of
the hamlet. The secarch netted
two Blmm motar rounds, a
light anti-tank weapon. three
60mm moetar rounds. an M2
grenade and eight magarzines of
.30 caliber ammunition. On a
second sweep by MPs from the
504th, {wo plaslic type anti-tank
mines were found. Two mortar
cmplacement  sites  were  also
found.

be here instantly with any size
unit they want."

The armor of the 3rd of the 5th
Mechanized Inf. Div. is taking
part in a 10ist Airborne Div. op-
eration in the A Shau Valley de-
signed lo deny the Communists
this traditional supply roule, ac-
cording to U.S, officers.

Route 547 from the 101st base
camp near Hue to the valley has
been rebuilt and American con-
voys travel to the vatley hauling
supplies to fire support bases
along the way.

The armor Is accompanied by
massive earth-moving plows of
the 58th Rome Plow Co. These
huge machines have cleared
tank trails and fields of fire on
top of Deng Ap Bia.

The tanks, the armored per-
sonnel carriers, the seif-pro-
pelled howilzers and the plows

WOUNDED SOLDI

ERS of the tst Brigade, Sth Infaniry Division (Mech)

wun't stay on lop of Deng Ap
Bia. according 1o high-ranking
U.S. officers, The poinl in bring-
ing the task force to the top of
the 3.,000-fool mounlain was, the
same officers say, ‘o clear it in
case of future fighling.

i
-

are loaded on a medevac helicupter just alter sunrise June IR near Khe
Sanh. Eleven Red Devils were killed and 15 others wounded in an atlack
on the allied night delensive perimeter. Thirty-nine enemy were killed.
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Children Good Sources
Of Information for MPs
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WELCOME SIGHT — Heavily armeq tanke provide

a welcome sight to g BUn truck crew ag they
{ up the convey’s protection in Vietnam, This

concen. oty

killed,

Ry Cly. 2% mifes sautheas)
N Two Victniunes,
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by SP3 Asex Johnson with (he
5th Division's ist Brigade in Vietnam,

photo was snapped

e Dad in Vietngm
To Keep Promise

QUANG TRI, Vietnam—1Vhat 5 happy—and “pronis.

iuu"~l)irthrl:l_\

to a steak dinner and 5 drink,”
Jim Dean, of Synta Ana, Calif,
promised his son Jim gy on the
day the youngster turned 17 on
July 15, 1065 Byt then the elder
DBean, who warke a5 news editor
of a California paper was afraid
he wouldn't be able to keep his
promise when the youncer Dean
Teft for Vietnam and duty with
the 5th Dis

“We're big on bivihdayvs in our
family,” said Dean, “und it there
Wis IS WAy o see my son on
is hirthday, § was going lo do
He did

On the firs of Juls, Jim Dean,
representing i cutmnunity
BOWSPaper avrived i Vietnam

it

Tracker team

it was recently here for a
Div (Mech) soldier, 0y, vour 21st birtll

sl Tide, Hth fnf
Ul treat yon

wilh the mission to wriye home

town neus features on Soung
men from his arca
On Juls 150, the Otunze

County Register news cditor pas.
poscfully  made  his Wiy to
Quang Tei, and 1o 1.7 Sharon
where his son s working as a
preseribed load dist clork.  Cyve.
fully organizing  (he surprise,
Jim e walked i on his son at
10.00 a.m. on his 215t hirthday.

Ul knew vou would CHuE, You
said voy wonld do jr the young.
er Dean velled Clen thaugh he
exhibited * dishelicl  aud wnder.
standahle excitemeny

Dogs have Charlie licked

ONG YALLEY—~Fighting Charlle and the
hca?AonLa daily diet of hamburger meat is for the
dogs. In the case of Shep and Mackle, however,
it couldn't be better since they are four-legged
troopers of g tracking team,

he dogs are part of a scout team of the 101st
Air.tfnrne xBI\'ision which was working on apera.
tions with the st Bn., 11th Inf. of the 1st Bde,,
Sth Infantry Division (Mech.} In thig valley.

Shep, a 100-pound  German Shonh'erd. is an
alert dog. If he picks up the enemy's scent he
will stop and point like a hunting dog.

Mackie, a Labrador Retriever, Is a tracker
dog and will follow the enemy's scent or dis-

ish the enemy's footprints and follow them.
“ns'li.agrlador Re{rlevers are friendly dogs and
will track the enemy to his location and lick his
hand. This Is the reason why a German Shep.
herd is part of the team, he will alert the patrol
that the enemy is close at hand,” Spec. 4 Steven
McConnahs, Mackie's handler, said.

McConnaha was trained {n Malaysia by the
Brilish. He met Mackie in Vietnam and has been
working with him for four months, Mackie also
was tralned by the British,

Pfc. Elmer Ireland, Shep's handier, was tratned
In-country at Blen Hoa, and met Shep when he
joined the 10tst. Shep has been working for
three years in Vietnam. :




A DUSTER from the Ist Brigade, 5th
Infantry Division crosses a portable bridge

IRLF Revorree. maviq 9 G
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New Computer Helps Get .
Supplies at Quang Tri Depot

QUANG TRI, VIETNAM — Sup-
plying nearly 10,000 line items to
3 units in the lield of the Sth Divi-
' son *'Devil Brigade' is a computer
system at & forward hase camp
. south of Quang Tri, a few miles

from the DMZ.

D Company 75th Support Bn's
computer system rapidly effecls
resupply of replacement parts for
units in the field.

It is housed in two vans and.an
annex on & dust-swept hilltop.
inside it has the appearance of
a Park Avenue office, complete
with fluorescent lights and highly-
polished finors. The room lem-
perature is a& constant ‘‘cool 65
degrees.

This “plush’ environment s
nocessary for the maintenance and
operation of the computer systet.
Those who operate the center
change Into sneakers 1o avold
tracking dirt into the complex. One
feels he is about to enter & gym,
rather than a computer complex..

This “feeling is quickly dispcited
inside the complex, for the air is
tilled with the clicking of key-
punch machines, the flutter of 8
punch-card sorter and the matter-
of-fact ticking of the computer it-
sell,

Tech Supply received the com-
puter last November. The siow and
tedious task of converting from a
manual to a mechanized system be-
gan three months prior ta the com-
puter’s arrival and is now ncarly
complete,

Units in the field now are able
to receive replacement parts that
are on hand in 24 hours. With the

manual system, the units olten had
to wait two to three weeks.

“There is & 100 percent improve-
ment in the movement of replace-
ment parts. If a particular part is
out of stock the computer re-orders
it,”” SFC Paul Schumacker, Chi-
cago, commented.

The whirring machines ook as if
only a PhD in mathematics and
systems analysis could operate and
undersiand the system, but once

cast of Khe Sanh. ’i‘he di.v{sion was con-
ducting road clearing operations.

Knights foreclose
on valley tenants

A NHAU VALLEY~The old
vess of being evicted from this vidiey

The new Landlords, the Bluck Knights of the drd Squadron, 3th
Cav.. 5th Infantry Division (Mech), currently under the operationad
control of the 10181 Airborne Division, are foreclosing the deed fo
the onee private domain

The Cav has been highly successful in discovering weapons,
ammunition and vehicle caches. as well as stopping enemy move
menl, culling off infikt on rowtes and  destroying enemy  pun
emplacenients and buskers

The Black Knights of A und B troops, working in conjunchon
with the 101st's B Co.. Jrd Bn. 187th Inf., have hit the jackpot
on yecent reconnaissanee uussions in the A Shau Valley

The finds began when A Troop was sweeping the arca of o
recent air strike and discovered several rifle butts protruding from
4 blasted bunker,

Excavating the destroved bunker, the toopers found: 20 SKS

s, 84 B2mm moctar counds, one light machinegun, two enemy
anti-personnel mines, 30 loose machinegun rounds und one crosscul
Naw,

In the same general arca, three Soviel
one bullduzer also were found, The vehicles w in good condition
and were towed back 1o the Cav's night defensive position,

Also captured were o 37mm- anti-aireraft #un and two fow
wheeled mounts. .

Three additlonal camouflaged trucks were found in 2 stream
bed by a 3/5th Cav. light observittion helicopter pilot, Capt, Wellinm
R l?unn. Since the terrain prevented recovery they were destroyed
in place

ants. the NV

are an the pro

ade one ton trucks and

menting on the vehic
cache, five is an enemy conve!

Artillery was brought 1o b vehicke route,
The supply route was destroyed and o tight Russian mored-teacked

vehiele was uncovered by the shelling ALFP1ATER Sep 2y

“our trucks is i
ar ot

Dog's Fatal

85 Vielnam Bureou
SAIGON — A German shep-
herd patrol dog saved th (3]
of 10 American soldiers Tuesday
with @ fatal charge into a blaze
of tire from Nerth Vietnamese
ambushers,  military  officials
said .
The dog, named Alex, was
walking point with his handter,

§ Pacific Stars & Stripes
Friday, Sept. 19, 1969

Charge Saves 10 Gls

explained it is not as insurmouwnt-
able as it appears.

Enemy twosome
wanders into trap

QUANG TRI—A ranger team of Co. P, 75th Rangers, attached
to 1st Inf Bde. 5th Infantry Division, killed two NVA soldiers on a
recent recennarssance mission south of the DM2,

As the team was approaching its designated recon area on the
first day, two cnemy soldicrs were spotted walking along a trail,
The recon team wasn't set up al the time and had to let the NVA
soldiers pass.

“We knew they were setting up overnight In the bunker to con-
duct sightings the next day,” Spec. 4 Tom Snow, the team leader,
commented.

The team set up claymore mines around the bunker and on
the most likely approaches, Snow was about Lo call in an artitlery
marking round when two mare NVA were spotted coming up the
trail

“They were recon NVA. They were at the ready, and knew what
they were doing, watching every inch of the ground. It just hap-
pened (hat they didn't spot ws when they came up to the bunker,
They walked right into the ambush and the mines were detonated,”
Snow stated.

The team recovercd twn AK47s. three Chicom grenades, docu.
menls, letters, wallets and AK ammunitien from the sifenced enemy.

Sgt. Thomas W. Smith, when
about 15 Reds opened fire on the
patrol from the Ist Brigade ql
the Sth inf. Div. (Mech ax it
moved through a clearing just
south of the Demilitarized Zone
neur Con Thicn.

“When the NVA opened up
with AK47 rifle five, T fell down
and accidentafly fet the Jeash go
because | didn’t have 100 good o
grip.” said Smith. “Alex started

rustning loward the NVA in i
foxhole.™

‘Though hit several times, Alex
confinued his rush until he (el
dead within u foot of the enenty

The Gis said the charge drew
all of the NVA fire, giving them
time to return fire and find cov.
er withont Laking any casuallien
The Heds fater pulhed out, There
were no confirmed vnemy vasu-
alties.

LONELY -
he bravely stands

Ay man van feel bimsell along o oL
A some Far off knall L Alone in

While

a lanedy Lol Morning Tor envelopes this sablier, a2 memlr
ol the d Syuadron, 1st
¢Mechd nperating in the A Shao Valle
Vo 00h

~

Brigade, Sth inlantry Dis
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RESETTLEMENT:
a bulldozer from A

¥ !

— Viemamese farmers
Co, 7th Engineer Ba of Is¢ Bao,

watich as Sth Inf; Div (Mech) plows rice felds for
near the village of Trieu-Trach, Vietnam,

1st Brigade Red Devils Help
Bo Bang, Vietnam

Resettie

QUANG TRI — For any-
one returning to the Bo Bang
area in northern I Corps, the
phenomena of change would
be immediately evident, The re-
tumeo would observe that the arca
is no longer enemy active and
much that was rubble has been
rebuilt due to the tlrcless efforts
of the Ist Bde, 5th Infantry Divi-
slon (Mech) in clearing and resel.
tling the aren.

‘The latest project, undertaken by
the Red Devil brigade’s Civic Al-
fairs Branch this week, is the plow-

of long-Iallowed rice fields
around the village of Tricu-Trach.
Realizing the immediate need for
food, the Civic Alfairs Branch, with
assistance In the form of & bull-
dozer and plow from A Co, 7th
Engineers. undertook the task of
overturning 35 acres of topeoll for
planting.

The dozer and plow accomplish-
ed In an hour and a half what
would have taken two and & half
weeks of hard work with water,

Infamous Vé Gue;ri”a
Killed in U.S. Ambush

CAMP RED DEVIL, Viet-  and was walking huncted over

buffalo ard primitive plows,

The villagers had a surprise din-
aer for the Red Devils when the
project was completed and the
fields were ready to be planted.
Rice, chicken ‘and Vietnamesn
beer were served and Americans
and Vietnamese dug in.

“The thing which stands out In
my mind Is the courtesy and potite-
ness of the villagers,” PFC Blaise
Falbo, Enfleld, Conn, said.

Victnamese beer s only served
on specin} occasions — the rebirth
of the Trieu-Trach rice flelds was

Just such an occasion.

nam—"1he mast wanted Viet
Cong guerrilla leader in
Qnang Tri Province waa kill-
ed recentiv about elght miles
southwest of Quang Tri City
when ke wulked into an am-
bush set up by clements of
the 1st Bde, 5th Div (Mech).
c The quereitla Teader, Nguyen
Quyct, had operated widely with
hi band in the provinee for al-
most six years apreafling terror
and destruction. :

Quyet’s time ran out when he
walked into the ambush set up in
the By Lang Valtey by a ranger
team of the Red Devil's Co P,
I8th (al

"After heing Inserted on a ridge
line south of a xmall stream, the
ranger team et up its smbush
and waited,

“I saw movement in the trees”
recilled a team member,” and
then saw a man walking brixkly
down the crovk hank toward the
omt lle was carrying an M-16

with his cap pulted |nw on his
head and collars turned up 1
staved down and waited untit he
was ahout 20 meters away and
1 opencd fire

In addition 1o the MIB Quuet
was wearing @ U.S. faticue jacket
and wob gear.

The ranger team did not real.
fze they had gotten the infam.
ous guerrilla leader unnl they
noticed thal the litke finger of
the tight hand was misains This
Identifying mark  alerted (e
team to the importance of 11s find

Tater that day positive identifi
cattan was made by villazers of
Nhu Le which Quyet was knawn
ta use as a base of aperations

For alx years Quyet had sproad
tecrar pad  destruetion throuah
vitlages in Quany Tri Provinee lie
I known 1o have murdered Vet
namese civilians and camnntinrg
nlany acix of sabotage during the
time he fed his guereitls bani
Hivacta of terransm hail made
him nutorious 1o the local civilian
popolation and aliied forces as
woll

Ambush Spoils
Rice Gathering

QUANG TRI. VIETNAM — The
enemy in Quang Tei Province
having a hard time getting enough
rice thanks 10 un ambush by the
Ist Un 11th Wnfantry.

The squad of 3th Division Red
Devils killed seven members of an
cnemy  rice gathering party amd
coptured ane other,

The squad. headed by St Eugene
Suylor of Wyone, Ark., was chop
poreil into an arca where 60 cnemy
were reparted  getting rice from
the villagers,

“We had set up on the side of
a hill near the top and | was in
the valley setting up a claymnre
when 1 heard them yell down to
me that V.C, were coming. | could
sce the last four coming over the
hill, We counted 15 alf together,
We called in artillery on them,"
reported SP4 Dillard Barksdale of
Chatham, Va,

Nothing else happened until the
next morning:

“It was s litde after six when
we hen-d one of the claymores go
off on the trall. We heard some
groaning and heard them running
back to regroup, They crossed the
valley and came up on the other
side and within a hai! hour had
run into our other booby-trapped
claymore, We called In artillery
behind them to cut them off this
time,” added SP4 Don Simeral of
Quaker City, 0.

A platoon of tanks from the Ist
Bn 17th Armor was called in to
helped check out the area. Seven
bodies were found along with aboul
1.100 pounds of rice,

“We saw a trail of blood and
started followlng it, according to
Barksdate, *We fojlowed the blood
and then spotted another wounded
V.C. hiding in the bushes. We sen.
him in on 8 medevac.”
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A SbLDIER of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division

peers through the elephant grass while on a sweep north
of Cam Lo. .
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Shrine to Virgin
honors heroic act

QUANG TRY. Fopeaple are famitio with the  Cutholse
shewme al Lourdes, e, and fhe vehgious sigmificance sttache|
Few, however. know Uil there i “@ simtlie religous center in the
Repable of Vietnam, 20 miles from the DMy

Each year several bundred thousand persuns visit the center
el Catholicism an Vietnam, the Ly Vung Basilica, near Quany
l':l‘l in the operations urea of the Ist Brigade, 5th Infantry Division
(Mech)

u

Pl Red Devils bhegan putrolling the uren lust November und
neny thought # was unuseal to see such o beautiful sheine and
whureh of this mugnitude in thts area since il way o mujor area
of buttle during the Viet Minh war. The church is located ubout
five miles from Quang Tri City und aboul one miles from the
fire support base LZ Sharon,”" explained Spt. William Dwyer, a
military policeman,

“l have been pust it many times. but I don't really give it
;nu\'h (tihouuhl until [ learned the unique history of the church,"
he said.

“The Victnumese say that in the year 200 A.D., the Virgin
Mury apprared tn the are und ted the people into o thick {orest
for protection from the vnemy. This made the ares sacred and
o speciul place to the Catholic people,” Dw i

“When we first saw the shrine, we ‘referred to it as the
toudstool shrime because of s shape. The shrine, three tall con-
crete L shaped like toadstools with & statue of the Virgin Mury,
wis built in 1962, he said.

“The shrine was buill by i Vietnamese seulptor in honor of the
Virgin Mary, who appeared in the grove of trees at La Vang,”
Dwyer said.

Euch week pilgrimages come (o La Vang to honor and receive
the blessing of the Virgin Mary. At the foor of the Virgin is a
serpent; she is shown protecting the people {rom the snukes

“During the Easter services more than 50,000 people cume (o
the church at La Vang. The pilgrims never cause any disturbance
only stay two or three days,” he said.

Cardinal Francls Spellman w the first Cardingl to holg
muss at the Lo Vang Basilica, The chureh has been piven cere-
monial privileges simitar to those of Lourdes, France. Pilurimages
at one lie were made from all of Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia und
Thatlund to hanor und ask the blessing of the Virgin Mary.

The present chupel was buill in 1824 with u seating cupacity
of 1,500 and standing room for another 500 peuple. Fach Sunday
mare fhan 5,000 Vietnamoese go to the church to attend services,
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Halt or I'll blow you away’

Red Devils repel Red raiders

QUANG TRI — In the early
morning recently, clements  of
the Ist Brigade, 5th Infantey Di-
vision (Meeh) were bit by an es.
timated reinforced NVA  com.
pany wo miles west of Khe
Sanh,

The enemy pround altack hit
the perimoter of the Red Devils
from the south, with a second
bul heavier attack 10 minutes
later. The Red Devils stopped
the altack short of its objeclive
Killing 3% NVA. but not unlil af-
ter the  enemy  bad  breken
throueh  the  concertina wire,
killing 11 Amevicons and wound-
ing 15 others,

Carrying satehel charges and
chicom grenades, the  enemy
came through the wire with the
hetp of small arms and rochet.
projpelled prewade (RPGY fire
Heavy fighting contimzed il
the mechimized  infantrymen
were able Lo push dhe enemy

sappers back from  the per-
imeter with tank support and an
Air Force Spooky gunship on
station,

Spre. 4 Curtis L, Lewis gave
is uccount of the action: T was
awakened when one of the men
on guard suid, "Hall, or I'll blow
You away' . then he fired,
alerting everyone, We moved
over from where we were to the
left 10 reinforce the men who

took the main brum of the ot
tack."”

He coutinued, *The contact
tasted until sunrise, after which
we swepl the neter. We
found lund  prenudes, AK-a7s,
RP G lunchers,  undetonated
satchel charges, and one NVA
POW  with numerous encmy
dead.”

Thirty nine enemy dead were
found in und around the per.
imeler




